Public Forum Debate


Public Forum Debate is a team event that advocates or rejects a position 

   
posed by the resolution. A central tenet of the debate is that the clash of

ideas must be communicated in a manner persuasive to the non-specialist or 

“citizen judge”, 
i.e. a member of the American jury.


The debate should:



-display solid logic, reasoning, and analysis



-utilize evidence but not be driven by it



-present a clash of ideas



-counter the arguments of the opponents (rebuttal)



-communicate ideas with clarity, organization, eloquence, and 



  professional decorum
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vs. 

Order and Time Limits of the Debate

a. First Pro Constructive: 4 minutes – Presents and explains their position.

b. First Con Constructive: 4 minutes – Presents and explains their position and may, if time

    permits,  begin to refute the Pro arguments.

c. Crossfire: 3 minutes - Note: the Con asks the first question; thereafter, either debater can ask 

    questions.

d. Second Pro: 4 minutes – Attacks Con arguments and further advances their own arguments.

e. Second Con: 4 minutes – Attacks Pro arguments; rebuilds their own arguments and advances 

    them further.

f. Crossfire: 3 minutes - Note: the Pro asks the first question; thereafter, either debater can ask 

   questions.

g. First Pro Summary: 2 minutes – Overview of the major arguments and differences. New 

     evidence can be introduced NOT new arguments.

h. First Con Summary: 2 minutes - Overview of the major arguments and differences. New 

     evidence can be introduced NOT new arguments.

i. Grand Crossfire: 3 minutes - Note: one member of the Pro team asks the first question; 

    thereafter, any debater may ask questions. 

j. Second Pro Final Focus: 1 minute – Crystallizes and clarifies why the Pro is winning the 

   debate.

k. Second Con Final Focus: 1 minute - Crystallizes and clarifies why the Con is winning the 

    debate.

** Prep Time: 2 minutes per team – prep time can be use during the debate round. Time 

     should be kept by the judge and time used must be deducted from the 2 minutes total. 

Public Forum Debate Speaker Duties

Pro 1 and Con 1


Both the Pro 1 and Con 1 speakers should prepare in advance the reasons for adoption (or rejection) of the topic. Arguments should be carefully worded to be accurate and persuasive.

Crossfire between Pro 1 and Con 1 


The first crossfire should be used to clarify arguments and define where clash exists. Probing questions to expose weakness are useful. Both debaters should stand during two person.

Pro 2 and Con 2 Speakers – 4 minutes

The third and fourth speakers have two duties:

1. To attack (refute) the case (arguments) of their opponents.

2. To respond to attacks made upon their own arguments by their opponents. The speeches should reflect analysis and refutation with an emphasis on clash and adaptation to the issues raised in the previous speeches and crossfire.

Crossfire between Pro 2 and Con 2 – 3 minutes


The second crossfire should advance the debate by finding areas of agreement and attacking arguments with which the debater does not agree. Previously prepared dilemmas may be posed. Contradictions should be exposed. Both debaters should stand during two person Crossfire.

Pro 1 Summary and Con 1 Summary


The summary speakers should consolidate their positions by defending the most important 

point in their own case and attack the most important point in the opponents case. Select only the most important issue or issues and cover them thoroughly, but do not rush.

Grand Crossfire:


All four debaters engage in questions and answers. The purposes of grand crossfire are to find areas of agreement, highlight clash, and expose areas of opponent weakness to bring the debate to its final focus. All debaters should be seated during Grand Crossfire, but should be able to see the judge(s), audience, and camera. 


The first question is asked to the team who just ended their summary by the team which had the first summary. After the first Q and A any debater may question and answer at will.

Final Focus:


The purpose of the Final Focus is to restate the reason(s) why your team has won the debate. Judges will be instructed that new arguments in the final focus are to be ignored.

PREP Time: Each side has two minutes of prep time to be used throughout the debate round. The best strategy is to utilize a little time in the beginning after each crossfire and save most of your time for preparation of the final focus speech.

Tip: Delivery should be conversational and extempore in style but absent flaws like vocal pauses,

fast delivery, poor articulation, and lack of vocal variety.

Public Forum Debate







Basic Speech Format






Resolved: 
_____________________________________________________________

  
          _____________________________________________________________
Introduction: Quote or interesting statistics

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thus, my partner and I strongly believe: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. ______________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________

Before I move on to explain my reasons I believe it important to define the following terms:

_____________________  -  ________________________________________________

_____________________ -  ________________________________________________

On to my first reason: (Include 2-3 pieces of factual information from your research).
1. ___________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________
My second reason is: (Include 2-3 pieces of factual information from your research).
2. _______________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________
My third and final reason is: (Include 2-3 pieces of factual information from your research).
3. ___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________
Conclusion: Re-explain your three main points

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
     Public Forum Debate Flow Sheet
** Prep Time: 2 minutes per team – prep time can be use during the debate round. Time should be kept  

     by the judge and time used must be deducted from the 2 minutes total. 
Prep Time Left: ________________________________________________________________

a. First Pro Constructive: 4 minutes – Presents and explains their position.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

b. First Con Constructive: 4 minutes – Presents and explains their position and may, if time

    permits,  begin to refute the Pro arguments.
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

c. Crossfire: 3 minutes - Note: the Con asks the first question; thereafter, either debater can ask 

    questions.
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

d. Second Pro: 4 minutes – Attacks Con arguments and further advances their own arguments.
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

e. Second Con: 4 minutes – Attacks Pro arguments; rebuilds their own arguments and advances 

    them further.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

f. Crossfire: 3 minutes - Note: the Pro asks the first question; thereafter, either debater can ask 

   questions.
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

g. First Pro Summary: 2 minutes – Overview of the major arguments and differences. New 

     evidence can be introduced NOT new arguments.
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

h. First Con Summary: 2 minutes - Overview of the major arguments and differences. New 

     evidence can be introduced NOT new arguments.
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

i. Grand Crossfire: 3 minutes - Note: one member of the Pro team asks the first question; 
    thereafter, any debater may ask questions. 
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

j. Second Pro Final Focus: 1 minute – Crystallizes and clarifies why the Pro is winning the 

   debate.
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

k. Second Con Final Focus: 1 minute - Crystallizes and clarifies why the Con is winning the 

    debate.
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

