DEBATE

SAT Vocabulary for Debate

acme

Highest level or degree attainable

Just when he reached the acme of his power, the dictator was overthrown

abrogate

To annul; to abolish by authoritative action

The president’s job is to abrogate any law that violates the will of the people.

adamant

Stubbornly unyielding

She was adamant in her demands for women’s suffrage.

anomaly

A deviation from the common rule, something that is difficult to classify

For a valedictorian, a grade below an “A” would be an anomaly.

anthropomorphic

Suggesting human characteristics for animals or inanimate things

The fairy tales and PETA imbue animals with anthropomorphic qualities.

arable

Suitable for cultivation


Some areas of sub-Saharan Africa are lacking in arable land.

arcane


Obscure, secret, known only to a few

Debate has many arcane practices

autocrat

Dictator

Mussolini was an autocrat who tolerated no opposition.

calumny

A false and malicious accusation or misrepresentation

The unscrupulous politician used calumny to bring down his opposition in the senatorial campaign.

cataclysmic


Severely destructive

Many argue that a US withdrawal in the Middle East would be cataclysmic for the American economy.

catalyst

Something that provokes or speeds up significant change, especially without being affected by the consequences

Technology is a catalyst for expansion of the home school movement.

caucus

A closed committee within a political party; a private committee meeting

The caucus blocked any legislation that was unfavorable to its constituents.

cede

To surrender possession of something

Argentina ceded control of the Faulkland Islands to Britain.

cogent

Logically forceful, compelling, convincing

Swayed by the cogent argument of the negative, the judge voted against the plan.

dearth

A lack, scarcity, insufficient

The drought caused a dearth of grain the following year.

demagogue

A leader who uses emotional appeal or prejudice to gain or maintain power

The demagogue blamed the poverty on one ethnic group.

dissident

Disagreeing with an established religious or political system

The dissidents congregated outside the governor’s mansion.

enjoin

To direct or impose with urgent appeal, to forbid

Muslims are enjoined by their culture to avoid eating pork.

epochal

Momentous, highly significant

Roe v. Wade was an epochal Supreme Court decision.

equivocate

To avoid committing oneself in what one says, to be deliberately unclear

If your opponents equivocate during cross-examination push them for specifics.

eschew

To shun, to avoid

Debaters should eschew obfuscation.

euphemism

An inoffensive expression that is substituted for one that is offensive


My grandmother uses the euphemism of “powdering her nose” when she needs to go to the restroom.

excoriate

To censure or criticize scathingly

The democrats excoriated the republicans for their lack of action on gun control.

expunge

To erase, eliminate completely


The juvenile’s criminal record was expunged when he turned 18.

extrapolation

Using known data to predict what will happen in the future

Through extrapolation we were able to determine which stocks to purchase.


extrinsic

External, originating from the outside

By giving candy to the winning team, the teacher created an extrinsic motivation for her class to learn.

filibuster

To use obstructionist tactics, especially extended speech making in order to delay something

The congressman read names from the phonebook in order to filibuster a pending bill.

fortitude

Strength of mind that allows one to encounter adversity with courage

The fortitude of the soldiers was heroic.

furlough

A leave of absence granted to prisoners

He committed crimes even while on furlough.

galvanize

To shock, to arouse awareness, to shock into action

The closing of the homeless shelter galvanized the advocacy group into political action.

gregarious

Outgoing, sociable

It’s easy to build a caucus if you are gregarious.

hegemony

The domination of one state or group over its allies

Nuclear weapons capability is a key to hegemony in the modern world.

imperious

Commanding, domineering

Their imperious attitude cost them speaker points.

impugn

To call into question, to attack verbally

You should always impugn the solvency mechanism of the affirmative plan.

insular

Characteristic of an isolated people, having a narrow or limited viewpoint

It was a shock for Casey to move from an insular small town to a large urban university.

intrepid

Fearless, resolutely courageous

Her intrepid attitude contributed to the confidence of the whole team.

jettison

To discard, to get rid of as unnecessary and encumbering

They jettisoned the counterplan because it was not necessary to win the round.

junta

A small governing body, especially after a revolution seizure of power

The outgoing prime minister was afraid that the junta would execute him to mollify the masses.

lampoon

To ridicule with satire

The senator was lampooned in the press for his $4oo haircuts.

lexicon

A dictionary, a stock of terms pertaining to a particular subject

The novice debater had to look up “perm” in his lexicon of policy debate theory.

microcosm

A small scale representation of a larger system

The rhetoric of the debate round was a microcosm of the political forum.

mitigate

To make less sever, to make milder

The impact was mitigated, but not obliterated.

mutability

The quality of being capable of change

The mutability of the plan planks caused the debaters to lose the round.

nefarious

Intensely wicked or vicious

The demagogue’s nefarious deeds were well known.

non sequitur

A statement that does not follow logically from anything previously said

After the political debate about foreign policy, his comment about socks was a real non sequitur.

oligarchy

A government in which a small group exercises supreme control

The Russian oligarchy was housed in the Kremlin.

ostracize

 to exclude from a group by common consent

Groups who feel ostracized by society can be the origin of revolution.

paradigm

A model or template

The restaurant owner used McDonald’s as his paradigm.

paragon

A model of excellence or perfection

Many conservatives consider Reagan to be the paragon of a great communicator.

patronize

To adopt an air of condescension toward

Never patronize your judges.

pecuniary

Relating to money

Debaters have a pecuniary responsibility to not waste the funding of the team.

potentate

A ruler, one who wields great power

The potentate was unconcerned about the plight of the citizens.

proliferate

To grow by rapid production, to increase in number

After the fall of the USSR, the world community was afraid that nuclear weapons would proliferate.

rapt

Deeply absorbed, attentive

You must pay rapt attention to the flow in a debate round.

recidivism

A tendency to relapse into a previous behavior

The recidivism rate of juvenile criminals is disturbing.

refute

To contradict, discredit

If you fail to refute your opponent’s arguments you will lose

rescind

To repeal, to cancel

The leader rescinded his order to attack.

rhetoric

The art of speaking or writing effectively, skill in the effective use of speech

Lincoln’s talent for rhetoric was evident in hi beautifully expressed Gettysburg Address.

rostrum

An elevated platform for public speaking

She was thrilled to accept her award from the presenter on the rostrum.

resolute

Marked by firm determination

She was resolute in her commitment to help Rwandan refugees.

salient

Prominent, of notable significance

Her overview contained the salient elements of the negative strategy.

sedition

Behavior that promotes rebellion or civil disorder against the state

The Chinese government accused the students in Tiananmen Square of acts of sedition

seminal

Influential in an original way, providing a basis for further development

Edison’s research was seminal for many modern technologies.

sequester

To set apart, to seclude

The jury was sequestered so that the news media would not influence their decision.

simian

Apelike, relating to apes

Judd was often ostracized for his simian facial features.

sophomoric

Exhibiting great immaturity and lack of judgment

His sophomoric behavior made it impossible for him to get a date.

spartan

Highly self-discipline, frugal, austere

Many soldiers enjoy the spartan lifestyle of military service.

specious

Having the ring of truth but actually being untrue; deceptively attractive

Debaters who use specious arguments are easily beaten by teams with quality evidence.

squalid

Filthy and degraded as the result of poverty

The squalid living conditions contribute to malarial infection.

stasis

A state of static balance, equilibrium

The balance of power helped maintain political stasis.

stipulate

To specify as a condition or requirement of an agreement

The affirmative plan should be stipulated in the first speech.

stratify

To divide into layers

The high unemployment rate stratified the society.

supersede

To cause to be set aside

The negative team argued that the counterplan should supersede the plan.

temporal

Having to do with time

She had drunk so much caffeine that her temporal sense was inaccurate.

tenacious

Tending to persist, adhering to something valued

The judge rewarded the tenacious team who gave intense rebuttals even though they thought they had lost.

unconscionable

Unscrupulous, shockingly unfair

The affirmative plan to bomb the refugees was unconscionable.

vehemently

Marked by extreme intensity of emotion or conviction

They vehemently defended the solvency against the specious attacks of their opponents.

veracity

Truthfulness, accuracy

Always check the credentials of your sources to determine their veracity.

veritable

Being without question

The old debate coach was a veritable lexicon of debate theory.

vernacular

Everyday language used by ordinary people

The inexperienced judge told the debaters to limit the debate jargon and speak in the vernacular.

virulent

Extremely poisonous, malignant

The villagers had a high mortality rate due to the virulent strain of tuberculosis.

vituperate

To abuse verbally, to berate

His vituperation was embarrassing to his friends.

vociferous

Loud, vocally noisy

The vociferous protests interrupted the teacher’s plan to give a pop quiz.

wily

Clever, deceptive

Their wily use of two conflicting topicality of arguments backfired.

zenith

Highest point, peak

The zenith of his debate career was winning nationals.
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