Order and Time Limits of a 

Public Forum Debate

a. First Pro Constructive: 4 minutes – Presents and explains their position.

b. First Con Constructive: 4 minutes – Presents and explains their position and may, if time

    permits,  begin to refute the Pro arguments.

c. Crossfire: 3 minutes - Note: the Con asks the first question; thereafter, either debater can 

    ask  questions.

d. Second Pro: 4 minutes – Attacks Con arguments and further advances their own 

     arguments.

e. Second Con: 4 minutes – Attacks Pro arguments; rebuilds their own arguments and 

    advances them further.

f. Crossfire: 3 minutes - Note: the Pro asks the first question; thereafter, either debater can ask 

   questions.

g. First Pro Summary: 2 minutes – Overview of the major arguments and differences. New 

     evidence can be introduced NOT new arguments.

h. First Con Summary: 2 minutes - Overview of the major arguments and differences. New 

     evidence can be introduced NOT new arguments.

i. Grand Crossfire: 3 minutes - Note: one member of the Pro team asks the first question; 

    thereafter, any debater may ask questions. 

j. Second Pro Final Focus: 1 minute – Crystallizes and clarifies why the Pro is winning the 

   debate.

k. Second Con Final Focus: 1 minute - Crystallizes and clarifies why the Con is winning the 

    debate.

** Prep Time: 2 minutes per team – prep time can be use during the debate round. Time 

     should be kept by the judge and time used must be deducted from the 2 minutes total. 

