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Spotsylvania County

 Middle School Debate
Important Strategies to Remember 
Keeping Track of Arguments 
1. Write down(flow)all of your opponent’s arguments.
2. Prioritize by importance and respond to each of your opponents arguments. 

3. As your opponent is making their argument you and your partner should be writing each down in the order they are being made. You and your partner should prepare a response for each.  
4. If your opponent is unclear in identifying what their arguments are then ask them during the crossfire to clarify them.

Crossfire Strategy
5. Ask questions in the crossfire! Ask questions in the crossfire! Ask questions in the crossfire! Do not get into arguments over small details. 

6. Ask questions in the crossfire’s that help you understand your opponent’s arguments. Before you can be effective in attacking your opponent’s arguments you MUST understand them. 

7. Make sure to ask questions about ALL of your opponent’s arguments and avoid getting stuck on one or two 

8. Try to ask questions that will help you and your partner make stronger arguments against you opponent AND then USE them.

Speech Strategy
9. You are always doing two important things after the opening Affirmative speech: 1) Attacking(refuting) all or your opponents arguments, and 2) Responding(rebutting) to all attacks upon your arguments.  

10. Start off speeches after the first affirmative constructive by briefly emphasizing the key good points of your position and then begin attacking(refuting) your opponents arguments that were made against you. Refute each of your opponents arguments against you in the order they presented them. You should, of course, have them all written down.

11. When refuting an argument first restate what the argument was and then show why it is flawed.

12. Make sure to point out to the judge every time your opponents fail to attack or respond to your arguments. Make sure to explain to the judge why this is important. 
13. Make sure to briefly identify the argument you are responding to so the judge   knows what you are arguing against. 

14.  In the final focus identify and explain the three or four main arguments why you win the debate.       .

Prep Time Strategy
15. Take 15 to 30 seconds of prep time before each speech to talk with your partner and to make sure you are prepared to respond to all their attacks. You should NEVER just stand up and begin speaking without first consulting you partner about the arguments you are going to make and the order in which they are going to be made. 
